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— Dic, Senior, bulla digniffime, nefcis 

Quot babeat veneres alicna pecunia ? nefcis 

Quem tua fimplicitas rifum vulgo moveat, cam 

Exigis 2 quoquam ne pejeret, &F putet ullis 

Effe aliquod numen Templis, Areqs rubenti 
uy. 





Tyitesyye T mult be Matter of great Satisfaction 
(eeras. to me, in the Profecution’ of this 
Undertaking, thit no Arguments 
have been urged by any of the Wri- 
ters, who have fprung up againit me, 
but fuch as would equally ferve to 
difcredit the Zeal of the worthieft Patriots or the beft- 
defigning Authors, and might as juftly be made ule of 
to defend the wor/? Miniffers, that ever were in the 
World, as to vindicate Tho/e, for whofe Service they 
have been advanced, 

Though none of the Writings of my Adverfaries 
have met with fuch a Reception from the Publick as 
can make me in any wife uneafy, or be thought to 
deferve any Anfwer ; yet it may not be improper to 
take a fhort Review of the general Topicks, which 








* N. B. Though Mr. Francklin had been taken up for 
Printing the Vifion of Camilick, [ N° od yer che firft 
Profecution in We{tminfter-Hall was grounded noon ths 


Paper ; but by a Flaw in fome of the Forms of Proceed. 
ing, it Came to nothing 
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have been moft infifted on; from whence it will ap- 
pear to what low Shifts and miferable Subterfuges 
they have been driven; and how even thofe Men, 
who have formerly written with Credit and Succefs, 
are obliged to facrifice their Reputation, when they 
engage in the Defence of an unjuit Caufe. 

One great Charge, which I have fuffered under, in 
common with many other Gentlemen, is, that I was 
moved to this Undertaking by per/onal Prejudice; and 
write out of Pigwe, Difappointment and Revenge; a 
Charge, which has been very loudly and confident- 
lv repeated by every vile Tool and wretched Court- 
fcribler againft me. Nay, fome of them have gone 
firther ; and, not content with fetting me forth as a 
éifeufled Malecontent, have endeavoured to foift Dif 
efie&.on upon me, and make mea Facobite in fpight 
of my Teeth. Though I am conicious of my own 
Innocence in all thefe Particulars ; yet I am not in 
the leaft aflonifhed at fuch Imputations ; becaufe it is 
a known Artifice of dad Miniffers to reprefent all Dif- 
approbation of their Mea/ures, as proceeding from the 
jame Motives; and to pronounce any Oppofition, 
which They meet with, to be the Effeét of fome fe- 
cret Defign againit the Prince, whom they ferve. 
Put as This is my hard Lot at prefent, fo I have the 
Pleafure to reflect that it hath been equally the Fate 
of many worthy Men in all Ages ; and particularly 
of fome moft incomparable Perjons, but a few Years 
ago ; as I fhall prove at large in my next, by a 
faithful Abftra&t of thofe Papers, which were publifh- 
ed at that Time againft them; and in a fucceeding 
one, I will produce the Anfwers, which They and 
their Seconds made to thofe Objeétions ; leaving the 
Reeder to determine, whether they will not equally 
ferve to vindicate the Condutt of thofe Gentlemen, 
who fuffer at prefent under the like Imputations. 

The next Objection, which has been frequently 
made to thefe Papers, is that I am guilty of —_— 
an 
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and a mean Defign of calumniating Men in high Sta- 
tions gl 2 gp Chara&ers, and by other indireé& 
Methods, fuch as Jronies, Allegories, Parallels, and 
remote IJnnuendos; which are called low Arts ; un- 
worthy of a generous Adverfary ; and certain Marks 
that I am not influenced by any Regard to the pud- 
lick Good 5 but by private Views and finifter ill 
Defigns. 

fs order to make This the more plaufible, a great 
deal of Pains hath been taken to diitinguifh between 
Calumny and juft Accufation ; which are, no doubt, 
very effentially different from one another, as a cer- 
tain worthy Author judicioufly obferves, when he 
fays that “* In ome Cafe a Man muft produce his 
“ Evidence 5 name his Witneffis ; give his Reafons + 
“« be particular as to Perfoms, Places, Times, Circum- 
“ flances. In the other, you will meet with little 
“© elfe than Inmuendos.; general Pofitions 3 meer A/- 
“« fertions without Proof; Failings magnified into 
‘ Faults; Overfights reprefeated as high Crimes s 
“ the Circumfances of Things over-looked ; odious 
“ and invidious Cales puts different Times compared, 
‘*‘ without the Difference of the “ears apraed of 
« Things, &¥c.’’ from whence it is inferr’d, that no 
Man in Power ought to be accufed, but in fuch a 
pullick, open and judicial Manner ; and that all 
other Methods of expofing or attacking his Reputation, 
however jullly, are ba/e and /candalous, and ought to 
be rejected with Contempt as meer Od/oguy and 
Scandals 

I fhall make but one general Reply to all this deli 
cate Reafoning, and leave thofe political Cafuifts, for 
the future, to ring the Changes on the fame darling 
Topick, as long as they pleafe, without any Inter- 
ruption. 

In the fir Place, I abfolutely deny the Truth of 
this Charge ; or that I ha ve any other Defign in my 
prefent Undertaking than to expofe Vice in general, 
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and vindicate the Honour of my Country, without 
alluding’ to particular Perfons. But if two Cafes 
happen to be fo much alike, that the generality of 
the World will compare what I relate of former Times 
to the prefent ; or if any great Men will apply bad 
Charaéters to Themfelves, I do not think my felf an- 
fwerable for fuch Applications ; fince I cannot direé& 
the Opinions of the Publick, nor prevent the Re- 
ficétions of another Man’s Confcience. 

In the fecond Place, I cannot agree with this Au- 
thor that all Methods of accufing great Men, except 
in a judicial Manner, are either mean or unju/tifiable + 
for I muft here take the Liberty to diftinguifh, 
in my Turn, between Accufaotions of private Perfoms, 
and of Men in Authority. In the former Cafe, the 
Laws are always open; and the Party injured may 
reafonably expeét Juftice, without any Apprehenfions 
from the Power or Riches of the Criminal ; which 
makes all other Kinds of 4cewfation impertinent and 
feandalous ; but in the /atter, we muit not always 
rely on the moft equitable Proceedings or the jufteit 
Determination ; for great Men have frequent Oppor- 
tunities of fcreening themfelves, in fuch a Manner, by 
Cabals, Alliances, Corraption, or the Favour of an 
indulgent Prince, that it iscommonly very difficult to 
bring them to condign Punifliment ; even when they 
are guilty of the moit notorious Oppreflions, and are 
pudlickly complained of as the Nuifances of their 
Country. 

As there are Times for all Things, fo there is more 
efpecially a proper Seafon for bringing great Offenders 
toJuftice ; which ought not to beundertaken rafhly and 
unadvifedly, but with due Deliberation, and at fit Op- 
portunities, when there is a general Cry for Vengeance 
and Redrefs. ‘Things muit be firft fet in a true 
Light ; the Eyes of the People muft be open’d; the 
Force of Prejudice muft be overcome ; the Influence 
of Power muft be withdrawn ; and fevera] prepara- 
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tory Steps are neceflary to be taken, before an over- 
grown Criminal can be brought to a fair Tryal, or Ju- 
{tice can be done to an injur’d Nation. 

To accufe a publick Miniffer in the Zenith of his 
Power, would be Madnefs or Folly ; becaufe fich a 
fruitlefs Attempt muft end in his Triumph and the 
Completion of his Defigns. Accordingly we may 
obferve, that feveral wicked Miniffers, when they 
have found themfelves waining in their Authority, 
have defy’d their Adverfaries with more than ordina- 
ry Infolence, and endeavoured to provoke them to a 
publick Accufation, before Matters were fufficiently 
ripen’d for it; well knowing that an adortive Im- 
PEACHMENT Would ferve their Turn as well as the 
moft comprehenfive 44 of InpEmNnity. 

But it has always been a Practice, under the moft 
corrupt Adminiftrations, to quote Examples and draw 
Parallels out of Hiftory, in order to prove what Ef- 
feét the fame Male-praétices have had on different 
States, or on the fame States in former Azes ; nor 
can This be look’d upon as difingenuous or a Libel 
on the prefent Minifers of any Kingdom, any more 
than a Comment on the Yen Commandments can be 
called a Libel on every xotorious Sinner in the Parifh. 

I grant, indeed, that it would be more bonourable, 
as well as more u/efu), to write without Di/guife, 
provided it were equally /afe. But would not any 
Man be efteemed a Luznatick, who fhould, in plain 
Terms, attack fuch a Monfter as Wolfcy or Bucking- 
ham, in the Plenitude of their Power ; efpecially, if 
he has any parallel Inffances at Hand ; or can throw 
the fame Thoughts under Shades and Allegories ? I 
appeal to thofe Gentlemen, who feem moft cifturbed 
at this manner of Writing, whether they thought it, 
in any wife, difingenuous, when they praétifed it 
themfelves, with great Freedom, both in the /ate and 
the prefent Reign. * 
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If fuch Objectors were to put their Meaning into 
plain Ejag/i/>, it would run much in this Manner. 
«« For God’s fake, Gentlemen, why don’t you {peak 
* out, and fubject yourfelves to tha/e Penalties, which 
** we long to infliét upon you? Methinks, it is very 
« difingenuous in you to fculk behind the Laws, and 
«* publifh nothing but what you can ju/ify.” 

Such a Complaint of Difingenuity is very extraor- 
dinary at this Junéture for it feems highly unrea- 
fonable to expect that any Man fhould {peak or write 
on thefe Subjeéts, without Re/erve, at a Time, when 
even fuppofed Ironies, imaginary Parallels, and for- 
ced Innuendos are, by fome Perfons, thought not to 
be exempt from the Penalties of the Law. 

However, if thefe worthy Gentlemen, who fo 
courteoufly invite us to lay our felves open to the 
Mercy of great Men, will undertake to obtain a far- 
ther Extention of the Liberty of the Prefs; or pro- 
cure a fufficient Warrant for writing with Impunity, 
and without any Reftraint, on thefe Subjets; Idon’e 
know what I may be tempted to do ; but till I am 
aflured of fuch an Indemnification, I fhall content my 
felf with publifhing thefe plain, general, inoffenfive 
Leétures of political Morality, for the Difcharge of 
my own Conicience; and leave my loving Country- 
men to make, or not to make, any App/ications, as 
they fhall judge proper. 

The moft extraordinary Objefion againft me is, 
that I have prefumptuoufly advanced feveral un- 
towardly Arguments againft pubjick Corruption, and 
perverfely endeavoured to recommend Fruga/ity as a 
national Virtue ; but I have This to urge in my Ex- 
cufe, that however the former may prevail amongft 
us; and however the /atrer may feem to have been 
difcountenanced ; yet fo much Decency has been hi- 
therto prelerved, that no Perfon, except the Author 
of a late Pamphlet, intituled, CLopius and Cicero, 
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has thought fit openly to defend the one or explode 
the other. 

Thefe, it feems, were mean, prevaricating Com- 
pliances, ia the Opinion of this Writer ; who refolved 
to be more ingenvous himfelf ; and, fcorning to 
mince Matters, or conceal any Truth, hath not been 
afhamed to fpread Abroad in the World a publick and 
avowed Defence of Bribery, Corruption, and Ve- 
nality. 

He tells us very frankly that ‘* Some pud/ick Cor- 
“* ruptions there are of that Strength and Prevalence, 
“ that, however /hamefuland pernicious they may be, 
** they muft yet be fuffered to remain;” and feems 
to infinuate (at lealt by a ftronger Innuendo than can 
be charged upon my Writings) that, fuch is the Si- 
tuation of Thinzs, that Meafures ftri€ly Virtuous 
would bring prefent Confufion ; and that an endeavour 
to reform would overturn the Conftitution. 

In order to enforce thefe worthy Tenets, he pro- 
duces feveral Examples of great Men, who have pe- 
rifhed in the Defence of popular Liberty, and in their 
Attempts to remove publick Corruptions and Enormi- 
ties, viz. the two famous Gracchi; Agis and Cleo- 
menes, Kings of Sparta; and the fecond Brutus; 
from whence he feems to draw this Conclufion; that 
no Man, for the future, ought to make the like At- 
tempts ; whereas, methinks, the proper Inference of 
an honeft Briton fhould be, that we ought to follow 
the Example of thofe noble Patriots, in afferting the 
Liberties of our Country, and not to be deterr'd by any- 
Difficulties, or even Death itfelf, from purfuing the 
Jame glorious Caufe. 

He then, with an infalting Air, puts the follow. 
ing Queftions. ‘ What have availed all our /umptu 
“< ary Laws? What all Thofe againft Gaming and 
“ Duelling ? What Thofe againt Britery ? Only to 
«« demonitrate how much more Force there is in Lux- 
« ury, and Vanity, and Avarice, than there : in 
“ Laws 
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“ Laws with all their Penalties?” This is indeed 
too true; but I am willing to hope that they have, at 
leaft, fome Influence, and may poflitly keep many 
Men from being more bare-faced in their Iniquities. 
They hang over their Heads in terrorem; and may, 
in any flagrant Cafe, be put in Execution; for which 
Reafon, however ineffectual they may be at prefent, I 
fhould be very forry to fee them repealed. 

He endeavours to difcourage pudlick Frugality 
( which he acknowledges to be an excel/ent Virtue) in 
the fame manner that he patronizes pud/ick Corrup- 
tion (which he allows to be a fhameful and pernicious 
Vice) by telling us that it was the Bane of the Em- 
peror Ga/ba, who was murdered by his Soldiers for 
refufing to dride them ; upon which he obferves, that 
** the Romans were then come to that pafs of Sor- 
“* didne/s and Venality, that they would not do their 
** Duty; no, not fave their Country without Lucre, 
“« and Wages extraordinary. This was a melancholy 
Evil; but it was necefary s for without it, the State 
* could not /us/ff. 

I need not explain the Defrine, which is imply’d 
in this Paragraph ; fince_it is fo very obvious, that it 
cannot poflibly efcape the fhalloweft Apprehenfion. 

I will conclude with one more Objeétion to thefe 
Papers; which is, that fuch general Invedives (as 
they are called) might be equally applied to any Mi- 
nifters, however honef and virtuous ; whereas I think 
it might be much more flrongly objeéted againft thefe 
Writers, that their gesera/ Apologies and Panegyricks 
would equally ferve to flatter and defend any Admini- 
ftration, however corrupt ; for my Papers, which con- 
filt of general Satire againft wicked Men, will lofe 
their Effeét and ceafe to be fevere, when they are ap- 
ply’d to Perfons, who are not guilty ; or, at lealt, not 
generally fuppofed to be guilty of the Crimes, which 
they condemn ; whercas the Writings of my Adver- 
faries, efpecially of the Author, whom I a 
ait, 
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